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METRONET — ELLENBROOK RAIL LINE — CONSTRUCTION 
710. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Why has the government repeatedly designed and awarded massive construction 
contracts for tier 1 foreign contractors — 
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members, I want to hear this. Members on my right! 
Ms L. METTAM: — while mid-tier Western Australian companies miss out, sending contracts and profits overseas? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
This is the same Liberal Party that was building a bridge, which was a $50 million project, in Malaysia.  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! Member for Vasse, you have had two goes. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is the same Liberal Party that managed to get two per cent local content when building railcars 
in Western Australia. We are actually building railcars in Western Australia under this government. I make the point 
that this is a massive project. This will be one of the biggest projects in Western Australia in the last 20 years—a bit like 
the stadium and other projects out there. We have to go through a competitive process. Obviously, the big builders are 
the ones that do the big projects. The Liberal Party does not know much about contracting if it does not understand that.  
Ms L. Mettam: You need to get out more.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I will not warn you again.  
Mr M. McGOWAN: Honestly, Mr Speaker. The Liberal Party is so embarrassing these days.  
If we get big projects, we have to get a builder that is capable of doing it. Obviously, what it will then do under 
our Western Australian Jobs Act industry participation strategies is detail the local jobs, the local apprenticeships 
and the Aboriginal employment; all those things will be detailed in it. Clearly, when this project is built, there 
will be thousands upon thousands of Western Australians jobs as part of it. I think that this is a great day for 
Western Australia and a great day for the north-eastern suburbs. They have been promised a railway now for the 
best part of 20 years and this Labor government is doing it.  
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